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Protocalliphora or bird blowflies are a blow fly genus containing many species which are
obligate parasites of birds. Eggs are laid in bird nests. After hatching, the larvae suck the
blood of nestlings
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BlowTlies

Figure 1. Willow Warbler nestling (14
days old) infested in wing and neck with
larvae of the blowfly Trypocalliphora
braueri. Arrows denotes the openings in
the skin where the parasites have left
the wing and the neck. Parasites
occurred in one or several of the
following sites of the body: wings, head,
neck, or sides of body. Photo by
Susanne Akesson. Bounge av
lovsangare (14 dagar) med larver av
Trypocalliphora braueri i vingarna och
nacken. Larverna har lamnat vingen
eller nacken genom en oppning i huden
(pilarna). Alla ungar som vi observerade
bara pa larver hade dem inkapslade i
vingarna, huvudet, nacken, strupen eller
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Protocalliphora azurea

Scientific classification #

Kingdom: Animalia
Phylum: Arthropoda
Class: Insecta
Order: Diptera
Family: Calliphoridae

Subfamily: Chrysomyinae

Genus: Protocalliphora
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symptoms and clinical signs:

A

Most clinical cases have been described in cattle. In
addition to nonspecific signs of illness. such as high fever,
depression, anorexia and a drop m mulk production,
common signs in this species include profuse oculonasal
discharge and bilateral corneal opacity, which usually starts
at the corneoscleral junction and progresses mnward
(centripetally). Additional ocular signs (e.g.. anterior
uveiltis, corneal ulcers) may be found on examination of the
eye. The oculonasal discharge 1s 1mtially serous, but later
becomes profuse and mmucopurulent. The muzzle and nares
are usually encrusted, and dyspnea or open-mouthed
breathing may be seen. The oral mucosa i1s often hyperemic
and may contain areas of necrosis and erosions. Oral
discomfort can cause excess salivation. The superficial
lymph nodes are often markedly enlarged, the joints are
sometimes swollen, and neurological signs are possible,
especially in the terminal stages. Diarrhea hemorrhagic
gastroenteritis or hematuria may also be seen, although
these signs are less prevalent than in bison and deer.
Sometimes cattle have skin lesions such as erythema, ulcers
and hardened scabs, which are particularly common on the
perineum_ udder and teats. There 1s at least one report
where MCF-associated skin lesions were the main
syndrome 1in cattle. Animals occasionally recover from
MCF bur most clinical cases are fatal. Surviving cattle may
have sequelae such as persistent eye lesions or reduced
productivity. Prolonged (chronic) cases and recrudescent
disease have been reported.
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