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The signs of contagious ecthyma vary considerably in
se%rity, from hyperemia and small pustules around the
mouth and muzzle, to extensive proliferative and exudative
lesions and scabs that may involve the mucosa as well as
the skin. Initially, orf appears as papules, pustules and
vesicles, typically found on and around the muzzle, mouth
and nose, and sometimes on the ears, eyelids, feet, perineal
region or other sites (e.g., the tail after docking). Lesions
may also occur inside the mouth, particularly in young
lambs and reindeer. Some reindeer were reported to have
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Contagious ecthyma lesions are painful and can result
in ‘anorexia or even starvation. Young animals may refuse
to nurse, and lesions on the udder of the dam can cause it to
abandon its offspring. Foot lesions can result in lameness.
Complications can include secondary bacterial infections
(including Dermatophilus congolensis on the feet) and
maggot or screwworm infestations. Contagious ecthyma
can also predispose animals to bacterial mastitis, including
gangrenous mastitis. Uncomplicated cases of contagious
ecthyma usually resolve within 1 to 2 months.
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Transmission

Orf virus occurs in skin lesions and scabs. It can be transmitted by direct contact
or on fomites, and is thought to enter the skin through cuts and abrasions. Whether
saliva can transfer the agent in animals with oral lesions, such as reindeer, is still
uncertain. Orf virus can be carried by clinically normal sheep; it is reported to remain
viable on the wool and hides for approximately one month after the lesions have
healed. This virus is very resistant to inactivation in the environment, and has been
recovered from dried crusts for several months or years in the laboratory, with one
account of survival for up to 12 years. Survival may be shorter in wet conditions.

Humans can become infected by contact with infected animals or contagious
ecthyma vaccines, which contain live virus. The vaccine viruses are also contagious
when shed from recently immunized animals. Person-to-person transmission has
reported in very rare instances, which included direct contact with lesions or a fomite
that contacted both lesions and broken skin. Nosocomial transmission was responsible
for one outbreak in a burn ward.
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the skin. Initially, orf appears as papules, pustules and

vesicles, typically found on and around the muzzle, mouth
and nose, and sometimes on the ears, eyelids, feet, perineal
region or other sites (e.g., the tail after docking). Lesions
may also occur inside the mouth, particularly in young
lambs and reindeer. Some reindeer were reported to have
oral lesions with no apparent cutaneous involvement. These
lesions can sometimes become verv large. Rarelv. lesions
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may extend into the esophagus, stomach, ntestines or
tespiratory tract. Nursing lambs can transmit the virus to
their dam, resulting in lesions on the teats and udder, The
skin lesions eventually develop into thick, brown, rgidlz
arowing scabs over areas of granulation, inflammation and
ulceration. The scabs are often friable and bleed easily.

Papillomatous growths may also be seen. b

Contagious ecthyma lesions are painful and can result
’ In anorexia or even starvation, Young animals may refuse




Contagious ecthyma lesions are painful and can resul
In anorexia or even starvation, Young animals may refuse
to nurse, and lestons on the udder of the dam can cause it to
abandon s offspring. Foot lesions can result in lameness.
Complications can ifclude secondary bacterial infections
(including Dermatophilus congolensis on the feet) and
maggot or screwworm infestations. Contagious ecthyma
can also predispose animals to bacterial mastis, including
gangrenous. mastits. Uncomplicated cases of contagious
ecthvma usuallv fésolve within | to 2 months,
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may extend ito the-esophagus, somach, intesine or
respiratory tract, Nursng lambs can fransmt e virus o
teir dam, resulﬁlg i lstons on the teas and udder The
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arowing scabs over area of granulation, inflammation and
Weeration, The sabs are often frable and bled casily,
Papllomatous growths may aso be see,
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respiratory tract. Nursing lambs can transmit the virus to
their dam, resulting in lesions on the teats and udder. The
skin lesions eventually develop into thick, brown, rapidly
growing scabs over areas of granulation, inflammation and
ulceration. The scabs are often friable and bleed easily.
Papillomatous growths may also be seen.

Contagious ecthyma lesions are painful and can result
iIn anorexia or even starvation. Young animals may refuse
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Orf lesions in lips
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Contagious Pustular Dermatitis (Orf Disease)— Epidemiology, Diagnosis Control and Public
Health Concerns, Rajeh Kumar and etc.
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fransmission

Orf virus occurs in skin lesions and scabs. It can be transmitted by direct contact
or on fomites, and is thought to enter the skin through cuts and abrasions. Whether
saliva can transfer the agent in animals with oral lesions, such as reindeer, is still
uncertain. Orf virus can be carried by clinically normal sheep; it is reported to remain
viable on the wool and hides for approximately one month after the lesions have
healed. This virus is very resistant to inactivation in the environment, and has been
recovired from dried crusts for several months or years in the laboratory, with one
account of survival for up to 12 years. Survival may be shorter in wet conditions.

Humans can become infected by contact with infected animals or contagious
ecthyma vaccines, which contain live virus. The vaccine viruses are also contagious
when shed from recently immunized animals. Person-to-person transmission has
reported in very rare instances, which included direct contact with lesions or a fomite
that contacted both lesions and broken skin. Nosocomial transmission was responsible
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3- Ovine pulmonary adenocarcinoma: late updated:March 2019 , this factsheet was
written by Anna Rovid Spickler.DVM,Phd,Veterinary specialist from the center for food

security and public Health
4- Contagious Pustular Dermatitis (Orf Disease) — Epidemiology, Diagnosis Control and

Public Health Concerns, Rajeh Kumar and etc.
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