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Open pericardial sac of a cow with traumatic pericarditis,
showing the heart covered with fibrin. The lesions were
caused by a piece of wire that had perforated the
pericardium
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Pericarditis is an inflammation of the
pericardium with accumulation of serous
or fibrinous inflammatory products. In
cattle, it is almost always attributable to a
reticular foreign body that has penetrated
the reticular wall, diaphragm and
pericardial sac.
Traumatic pericarditis in cattle
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